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China’s Na

EWS broke this week that

China may be nearly ready

to launch its first aircraft
: carrier. Yes, the photos re-
leased by the state news agency
are of a reconditioned ship origi-
nally bought from Ukraine — but
Beijing is quite ‘likely to follow
up with its own construction in
the years ahead. It has already
announced that it's begun train-
. ing programs for carrier pilots.

Those revelations come after
many years of official denials
that China has any in-

-terest in aircraft car-
riers — and they
make a mockery of
all the expert dis- *
‘missals of the rise of ™
the Chinese Navy. :

The time has come to challenge
all warm and fuzzy assurances
that the Chinese Navy does not
represent a steadily increasing
threat to US interests. Let’s start
by noting a few realities:

@ Given the opacity of the. re-
gime, there is no public knowl-
edge of the actual size of the Chi-
nese defense budget. And almost
everyone - who examines the
available evidence is persuaded
that it is growing rapidly.

@ China can more cheaply de-
sign, build and maintain its mili-
tary than can the United States.
The lower pay for military per-
sonnel alone is a major advan-
tage for the Chinese. ;
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@ There is little likelihood that
the Chinese regime, which is en-
joying exceptional economic
growth (accelerated by preda-
tory trade policies and a willing-

‘ness to ignore intellectual-prop-

erty rights) and with deep-seated
resentment of past exploitation
by foreign powers, is likely to be
satisfied with regional parity

~ with US naval power.

@ China has spent years build-
ing its influence with nations like

Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea

and Vanuatu - in
order to establish
economic hegemony
in the Western Pa-
cific. Beyond the Pa-

© cific, it is aggressi-
vely building economic ties in
Africa, the Middle East, Latin

+ America and even the Caribbean.
. Those ties contribute to Chinese

global power — and it will seek
to protect them.

® China has become a major
importer of oil, gas and raw ma-

terials and an exporter of manu-

factured products. These imports
and exports travel over sea
routes it is going to protect.

In the years since the commu-
nists took power in China, the re-
gime's geostrategic perspective
has advanced inexorably from an
inward concentration to a coastal
emphasis to a “near beyond”
focus. The admission that China
is going to develop a carrier cap-

vy:

A global challenge to America

&

Rising Threat

ama Canal closing that

ships — something Chi-
nese cairier-based ~battle
groups could enforce. At
the same time, China could
declare a naval quarantine
of the Straits of Malacca,
again enforced with naval
tactical ‘airpower. The- ef-
fect on the US. economy
and military posture would
be disastrous.

And the implications
would be global. Over-
stretched US naval power
in the Mediterranean, Per-
sian Gulf, Arabian Sea and
Indian Ocean could be
checkmated by Chinese
naval forces operating
much the way the US

Soon, they’ll have aircraft carriers, too: Sailors from the chines PeOple’ le

eration Army Navy on parade on the outskirts of Beijing.

ability makes the next step clear:
China is shaping a navy for
global power projection.

" Rather than facing up to these .

clear indicators, the US govern-
ment and much of the public
consider the US national defense
capability to be just another ex-
pense to be evaluated (read:
cut), along with government
}agalth spending and farm subsi-
ies. .
_All this has unpleasant impli-
cations for the future. Consider
just one scenario, starting with
Taiwan.

Beijing’s recent suspension of
China-US military contacts over

a new US-Taiwan arms deal is
but one indication that China re-
mains determined to use mili-
tary force to “return” that island
to mainland control. The only
real question is when — and
with US naval power falling as
China’s rises, the odds grow that
it will be sooner rather than
later, .

The conquest of Taiwan would

surely embolden America’s ene-
mies and depress its friends.
Cuba and Venezuela might

threaten US Gulf Coast oil re-

sources, for example. Add to the
mix the chance of the Chinese
company that manages the Pan-

Navy operates today —
leaving Israel to be over-
run by its nearby encmies.

Other scenarios staged
around an expanded Chinese
Navy led by as many as seven or
eight carrier battle groups are
equally disturbing, particularly
with the US Navy having shrunk
from 15 carrier battle groups to
11, and possibly 10 in the future.

In short, there's plenty of rea-
son to worry about Chinese air-
craft carriers.
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